
1562 1692 

John Hawkins 

becomes the 

first known 

Englishman to 

trade in 

enslaved 

people. 

The Royal African 

Company is formed. 

The trading of 

enslaved people 

is opened to 

private traders. 

1765 

Jonathan 

Strong Case. 

1772 

James 

Somerset 

Case.  

1781 

Thomas 

Clarkson’s ‘An 

Essay on Slavery 

and Commerce 

of the Human 

Species’ is 

published. 

1786 

1787 

1789  

1807 

The Slavery 

Abolition Act 

is passed in 

parliament. 

The Act to Abolish 

the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade is passed  

in Parliament. 

1833 

1834 

The Slavery 

Abolition 

Act is 

enforced. 

1782 

The letters 

of Ignatius 

Sancho are 

published. 

The Zong 

massacre.  

The trial for 

this event 

took place in 

1783. 

The Society for 

Effecting the 

Abolition of the 

African Slave Trade 

is founded. 

Sons of Africa 

group is founded. 

1790 

Olaudah Equiano c.1745 - 1797 

Granville Sharpe 1735 - 1813 

Thomas Clarkson 1760 - 1846 

Zachary Macauley 1768 - 1838 

Charles James Fox 1749 - 1806 

William Wilberforce 1759 - 1833 

Ignatius Sancho 1729 - 1780 

1672 

‘The Interesting 

Narrative if 

Olaudah 

Equiano or 

Gustavas Vassa 

the African’ is 

published. 

c.1792 

The Clapham 

Sect is formed. 

Wilberforce’s 

first Abolition 

Bill is rejected 

by parliament. 


